
Intro	  to	  Level	  3	  and	  4	  
Sentence	  Analysis	  

• Level	  1=Identify	  parts	  of	  speech	  

• Level	  2=Identify	  parts	  of	  
sentence	  

• Level	  3=Identify	  phrases	  

• Level	  4=Identify	  clauses	  



Phrases	  

• A	  group	  of	  words	  without	  a	  
subject	  and	  its	  predicate	  that	  
acts	  like	  a	  single	  part	  of	  speech.	  



Appositive	  Phrase	  

• An	  interrupting	  definition.	  

• Usually	  defines	  a	  noun	  and	  acts	  
like	  an	  adjective.	  

• It	  is	  put	  (pos)	  beside	  (ap)	  the	  
noun.	  



Appositive	  Phrase	  

• We	  usually	  enclose	  them	  in	  
commas.	  

• Lennie,	  a	  large	  man,	  has	  the	  mind	  
of	  a	  child.	  

• George,	  the	  caretaker,	  warns	  
Lennie	  away	  from	  dangerous	  
people	  on	  the	  farm.	  



Appositive	  Phrase	  

• Lennie	  and	  George	  dream	  of	  
owning	  their	  own	  place,	  a	  farm.	  

• Curley,	  the	  boss’	  son,	  picks	  a	  
fight	  with	  Lennie.	  



Prepositional	  Phrase	  

• Begins	  with	  a	  preposition	  and	  
concludes	  with	  the	  object	  of	  the	  
preposition.	  

• He	  ran	  down	  the	  road.	  

• They	  slept	  by	  the	  river.	  



Prepositional	  Phrase	  

• You	  need	  to	  review	  your	  list	  of	  
prepositions	  to	  help	  identify	  
prepositional	  phrases.	  

• Make	  sure	  the	  prepositional	  
phrase	  is	  placed	  next	  to	  the	  
noun	  it	  modifies	  or	  you	  will	  have	  
a	  misplaced	  modifier.	  



Prepositional	  Phrase	  

• I	  read	  the	  note	  in	  the	  boat	  from	  
Adam.	  

• (sounds	  like	  Adam	  gave	  you	  the	  
boat,	  when	  actually…)	  

• I	  read	  the	  note	  from	  Adam	  in	  the	  
boat.	  



Prepositional	  Phrase	  

• If	  the	  object	  of	  the	  preposition	  is	  a	  
pronoun,	  it	  must	  take	  the	  object	  
form.	  

• ex)	  	  	  
• The	  letter	  is	  for	  him	  and	  me.	  

• She	  and	  I	  went	  with	  you	  and	  him.	  



Verbals	  

• A	  verb	  form	  used	  as	  a	  different	  part	  of	  
speech	  

• Participial	  phrases	  (verb+-‐ing	  or	  –ed	  	  
	  used	  as	  adj)	  

• Gerund	  phrases	  (verb	  +	  ing	  used	  as	  noun)	  
• Infinitive	  phrases	  (to	  +	  verb	  used	  as	  adj	  or	  
adverb)	  



Participial	  phrases	  

• (verb+-‐ing	  or	  verb	  +	  -‐ed	  or	  some	  
other	  irregular	  ending)	  

• Acts	  as	  adjective	  

• They	  must	  be	  placed	  next	  to	  
noun	  they	  modify!	  



Participial	  phrases	  

• Taking	  out	  the	  garbage,	  Neil	  
encountered	  a	  rat.	  

• Scratching	  his	  head,	  Atticus	  
squinted	  at	  the	  letter.	  

• Exhausted	  from	  work,	  Elvis	  
plopped	  onto	  his	  couch.	  



Gerund	  phrases	  

• A	  verb	  +	  ing	  that	  acts	  as	  a	  noun	  
• Running	  around	  the	  school	  is	  fun.	  
• Doing	  my	  homework	  makes	  me	  
happy.	  

• Seeing	  Mrs.	  Kopeny	  puts	  a	  smile	  on	  
my	  face.	  



Infinitive	  Phrases	  

• To	  +	  a	  verb	  used	  as	  an	  adj	  or	  adverb	  
or	  noun.	  

• To	  run	  is	  fun.	  
• She	  loves	  to	  smile.	  

• The	  show	  to	  watch	  is	  The	  Daily	  
Show.	  



Clauses	  

• A	  group	  of	  words	  that	  contains	  a	  
subject	  and	  its	  predicate.	  

• There	  are	  two	  kinds:	  	  
independent	  and	  dependent	  

• I	  and	  D	  



Independent	  

• These	  make	  sense	  
independently;	  they	  can	  stand	  
alone.	  

• Billy	  went	  to	  the	  party.	  	  



Dependent	  

• These	  do	  not	  make	  sense	  
independently;	  they	  cannot	  
stand	  alone.	  	  It	  must	  be	  used	  
with	  an	  independent	  clause	  to	  
make	  sense.	  

• If	  Billy	  went	  to	  the	  party,	  	  	  



Dependent	  

• If	  Billy	  went	  to	  the	  party,	  his	  
parents	  are	  going	  to	  freak	  out.	  

• 	  Because	  Billy	  went	  to	  the	  party,	  
he	  was	  grounded	  for	  20	  weeks.	  

• Even	  though	  Billy	  went	  to	  the	  
party,	  he	  didn’t	  get	  into	  trouble.	  



Dependent	  

•  Most	  dependent	  clauses	  begin	  with	  a	  subordinating	  
conjunction	  (Think	  ABBI	  SAW	  A	  WUWU):	  

•  If,	  as,	  since,	  when,	  because,	  although,	  after,	  until,	  
unless,	  whenever,	  where,	  wherever,	  while	  

•  as	  if,	  as	  long	  as,	  but	  that,	  even	  if,	  except	  that,	  ever	  
since,	  if	  only,	  in	  case,	  just	  as	  	  

•  Or	  relative	  pronouns:	  

•  Who,	  whose,	  whom,	  which,	  that	  



Four	  Sentence	  Structures	  

• Simple sentence	

• Independent clause=I	


• Compound sentence=I+I	

• Two or more independent clauses 

joined by coordinating 
conjunction (FANBOYS)	




Four	  Sentence	  Structures	  

• Complex sentence	

• Independent clause joined to 

dependent clause=I+D or D+I or D+I
+D	


• Compound-Complex	

• Contains both compound and 

complex clause structures=I+I+D or 
D+I+I	




Clause	  Punctuation	  

I,ccI	

I;I	

ID	

D,I	




I,ccI	


• Comma before coordinating 
conjunction in compound 
sentence	


• He went to the party, and his best 
friend joined him.	




I;I	


• Semicolon between two 
independent clauses	


• Billy went to the party; his parents 
never knew.	




ID	


• No	  comma	  after	  independent	  
clause	  in	  a	  complex	  sentence.	  

• Billy	  went	  to	  the	  party	  because	  
the	  girl	  he	  likes	  was	  there.	  



D,I	


• Comma after dependent clause in 
complex sentence.	


• Because the girl he likes was 
there, Billy went to the party.	




Run-on sentence	


• The error of joining two independent clauses 
with only a coordinating conjunction or with 
nothing.  	


•  IccI or II (incorrect!)	


• Billy went to the party yet he didn’t get 
caught.  (incorrect!)	


• Billy went to the party he didn’t get caught. 
(incorrect!)	




Comma Splice	


• The error of joining two independent 
clauses with a comma.	


• I,I (incorrect!)	


• Billy went to the party, he didn’t get 
caught.  (incorrect!)  	




Identify the sentence 
structure	


Candy regrets not shooting his own dog.	


Because Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, 
he has regrets.	


Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, and he 
regrets that decision.	


Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, and he 
regrets that decision because the dog 
was his responsibility.	




Identify the sentence 
structure	


Candy regrets not shooting his own dog.	


(simple=I)	


Because Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, he has regrets. 
(Complex=D, I)	


Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, and he regrets that 
decision. (compound=I,ccI)	


Candy didn’t shoot his own dog, and he regrets that 
decision because the dog was his responsibility.	


(compound-complex/I,ccI+D	




Identify the sentence 
structure	


Carlson epitomizes the lonely ranch hand, and he doesn’t 
understand the friendship Lennie and George share.	


Although George loves Lennie like a brother, he realizes 
he must stop him from killing again.	


Mentally handicapped people faced discrimination during 
this time period and had few options in life.	


Crooks dreams of having friends; he tells Lennie about 
his childhood home and friends he had.	




Identify the sentence 
structure	


Carlson epitomizes the lonely ranch hand, and he doesn’t 
understand the friendship Lennie and George share. 
(compound=I,ccI)	


Although George loves Lennie like a brother, he realizes 
he must stop him from killing again. (complex=D, I)	


Mentally handicapped people faced discrimination during 
this time period and had few options in life. (simple=I)	


Crooks dreams of having friends; he tells Lennie about 
his childhood home and friends he had. 
(compound=I;I)	




Identify the sentence 
structure	


Carlson epitomizes the lonely ranch hand, and he doesn’t 
understand the friendship Lennie and George share. 
(compound=I,ccI)	


Although George loves Lennie like a brother, he realizes 
he must stop him from killing again. (complex=D, I)	


Mentally handicapped people faced discrimination during 
this time period and had few options in life. (simple=I)	


Crooks dreams of having friends; he tells Lennie about 
his childhood home and friends he had. 
(compound=I;I)	



